
Pres Says by Brandon Carmo

Hello ACORNS,

Happy July! I hope everyone had a nice July 4th! Summer is in full swing. The big news of the
month is that the MG Car Club show is on Sunday, July 21st! Gates open at 9AM! 

I know Jim Bartasevitch and I have registered. I hope some more folks have. You can register
at the gate if you like, as well! It’s just $20. If you are not able to bring a car, I hope you’ll at
least stop by to enjoy the day! According to the forecast I’ve seen, it should be 77 degrees with
no rain forecasted! Beautiful!

Some details have been firmed up for our ACORNS end of the season feast at Bella Pasta! 
Mark your calendar for 11/9/24!

Our August event, due for the 3rd Saturday of the month (8/17) has not been decided as far as I
know.  If you have any suggestions or need a tech session, let us know!

Be well!
-Brandon
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50th Anniversary Commemorative Mug

I’ve received requests for 19 total mugs (some members are getting 2). More information
will follow for the August issue with regard to pricing. 



From the VP’s Desk:

Hey all,

I hope you are enjoying the summer and getting out to enjoy the weather! Things have been way too
busy on my end, as usual. My time owning a sailboat was very short lived, and has come to an end. The
’88 Mustang is on the road, so now I can focus a bit more on combining the vans into one project as well
as tinkering with the ’64 Monza. If possible I will schedule a Saturday in the fall for a tech session,
depending on my crazy work schedule. I need to also look after getting the VW bus going, and make a
decision on what to do with the ’78 Spitfire. I need to be retired so that I can spend more time in the
shop!! Haha! The MG car show is coming up on the 21st, and I think we have two cars registered.
Hopefully we can get a few more to the show, and if you can’t get a Corvair to the show, I am hoping we
can at least make a showing of the club in person. I believe Jim B sent out an email to some other Corvair
clubs near by, so hopefully we’ll get some response from them as well! See you on the 21st!

Mark

Treasurer’s Report

Not much action on the money front this month, and no more dues paid as of 07/07/24. If you are one of
the last members who has not paid dues for 2024, please do so ASAP. Thanks in advance.

Existing members will pay the full $12 for the year. You can write me a check, made out to me, Mark
Webster, and I will cash it and deposit the funds into the club fund on your behalf, or you can Venmo me
the dues and I will do the same. My address is

                                       Mark Webster                          Venmo me at:
                                       607 Winona Blvd                      @mwebby-1964
                                       Rochester, NY 14617                                                  
                                                  

 January through December: $12
 April through December: $9
 July through December: $6
 October through December: $3

Club funds as of 07/07/2024:    
                                                            
                                                                             Club funds entering June :     $1724.13
                                                                No new income or expenditures :        + $0.00
                                                                                                New club total:     $ 1748.13
That’s it!
Best regards,
Mark



ACORN June Activity Report
Ken Emerson Tech Session - 6/22/24

ACORNers attending:
Ken Emerson
Jim Bartasevich

At one of our spring breakfasts, Ken mentioned that his '66 Monza coupe began to run roughly when
started it following is return from Florida.  We set up a session for June 22 at his house to investigate.
Besides Ken, I was the only ACORNer who attended.  
 
Before starting it, I checked a number of things that can cause rough running:

v    Loose sparkplug wires at the plug and at the distributor
v    Loose/worn parts under the distributor cap
v    Vacuum leaks:  Hoses for the choke pull-offs, balance tube hoses, loose carbs, vacuum advance hose,
and missing carb gaskets

There were no problems from the these potential sources of rough running.
 
Next, I pulled the number 1 and number 2 sparkplugs to check for combustion on each side of the
engine.  Other that wider than spec gaps, they both looked similar so it wasn't a fuel imbalance from the
carburetors.
 
I decided to check all the plugs and found that the sparkplug wire connector inside the boot for number
6 was very rusty.  Rusty?  I though those connectors were brass, but it looks like some cost-cutting has
been going on in the plug wire industry.  They appeared to be brass plated.  All the rest of the plugs and
boots at the plugs were okay except for the wide plug gaps which I reset to factory specs.
 
I was going to try to clean up the connector with abrasive paper, but the rust caused it to become stuck
in the boot.  After squirting some WD-40 inside the boot, and working it a bit, the wire came out.  I
sanded the inside of the connector with a piece of paper that was rolled up, but it was difficult to get all
of the surface because of the configuration of the connector.  Because of the rust, I also couldn't
determine if the wire was even still connected to the connector.  I didn't bring an ohmmeter that could
have been used to check continuity.
 
After reinstalling the wire in the boot and then on to the plug, Ken started the car.  However, the rough
running [miss] was still there, so the wire needed to be replaced.  I suggested to Ken that he contact
Clark's to see if they sold single plug wires and showed him how to replace it.
 
While looking around for vacuum leaks, I noticed that there was a Rube Goldberg arrangement for the
crankcase vent.  Whoever worked on the engine at one time apparently didn't have the correct vent tube.
I suggested to Ken that he check with the ACORN parts supply to see if we have a vent tube for his
engine.  He also needs the small, steel tube that runs from the PG vacuum modulator to the balance
tube.  Rube struck again when someone used a piece of vinyl hose instead of the steel tube with a rubber
hose connector at each end.  This hose was becoming kinked and hard from the heat.
 



ACORN 2024 Event Calendar [Subject to change]
July 21: MGCC car show, Museum of Transportation, 6393 E River Rd, West Henrietta, NY
14586

August ??: Joint event with Finger Lakes Region VW Club

September 15 [Sunday]: Corvairs on the Hills, Fred Marsh

October 19: Fall color tour and meal; TBA

November 9 [2nd Saturday]: Year-end dinner, Bella Pasta; Dave & Edie Ellis

ACORNS 50TH Anniversary

Having an Anniversary Picnic during the Summer or 2025 would be a highlight of the
year….Where to hold such an event was discussed at the January planning
meeting…..The cost to reserve a shelter at which to hold the event was discussed…and it
was decided that the cost to reserve the location could be better spent toward the food
and fluids to be provided at such an event…Our treasury should have sufficient funds to
cover the majority of the cost for food and fluids…At worst we might need a few bucks
per person….Brandon Carmo has generously offered his home as a potential location…
lots of room and we have held successful ACORN events there in previous years…August
seems to be a reasonable month to schedule such an event….If you have any reason to
suggest an alternative month…again,,,provide your input directly to Dave Ellis..

Looking forward to successful 2024 planning for a very enjoyable 50th Anniversary Year
in 2025…

DME out…

The remaining mystery is how the end of that sparkplug wire connector became as rusty as
it was. All of the other wires were okay.
 
Jim Bartasevich

Meeting Minutes

Old Business

No business discussed

New Business

No business discussed



MG Car Club Car Show

The MG Car Club Car Show will be July  21st at the New York Museum of
Transportation. The ACORNS will be sponsoring a Corvair class there this year. 

We did this last year, but no one made  it, which is a shame. Let’s not do this twice. 

go to mgcarclub.com to register!

Only one trophy will be given for the 
class like they did last year and 
owners of either Alfa or Corvair will 
have the $10 early registration cost 
extended to Day of Show registration.

If you have any questions, the new 
show chair is 
Leon Zak: leon@zaks.com  
Please contact him if you have 
any questions.

The museum is located at 
6393 E River Rd, 
West Henrietta, NY 14586

mailto:leon@zaks.com


Clark’s Corvair Parts® 
Our catalog lists over 15,000 parts for your Corvair. We carry engine parts, body panels, upholstery and much
more! There are 1,000’s of reproduced items available, pages of technical information and 
lots of other helpful hints.
 
Check us out at www.corvair.com or call today to order a copy of our printed 
catalog. You will quickly see why we are the world’s largest supplier of parts 
and all your other Corvair needs. Clark’s - More than Parts! 

Clark’s Corvair Parts®                      400 Mohawk Trail, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 
(413)625-9776      www.corvair.com        email: clarks@corvair.com 

Happy Summer!

ACORN OFFICERS 

President/Editor: Brandon Carmo____bwcarmo@gmail.com
 Vice President:  Mark Webster __________ mpwebster66@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Jim Bartasevich ______ corvair@frontiernet.net 
Treasurer: Mark Webster __________ mpwebster66@yahoo.com 
Webmaster: Marissa Andolino ____ mandolin@rochester.rr.com

From the editor... 

I'm excited to have the opportunity to work on the ACORNews! I am looking for tech
article suggestions, as well as listings for parts or cars for sale. I am also interested in
photos of member cars, ACORN outings, or photos and descriptions of any project car
updates or new acquisitions you may want to share. 

Submissions can be sent to bwcarmo@gmail.com 

Thanks, Brandon Carmo

Thursday, August 8, 10:00 at
The Bay Front Restaurant

1075 Empire Boulevard, Rochester
(585) 482-2247

We'd love you to join us if you have the time, want a
good, no-frills breakfast and enjoy plenty of car talk.

No RSVP needed, just show up, the Bay Front has
room for us all to sit together....and LOTS of parking!!

hope to see you soon!...Annabelle



FOR SALE
140hp Series II  Convertible Corvair for sale,  needs starter

Contact Wil l  Seymour for detai ls/pricing:  585-281-1706,
wseymour@rochester.rr .com

For sale:  1964 Corvair  Spyder coupe. Black with white Clark's interior.  Engine,
trans.  and diff .  were gone through in early 2000's.  Rear suspension bushings
replaced. Runs wel l .  Extra parts included. Car located in Oswego, NY.  Asking
$8,000.

Dave Baker
Home: 315-342-5495
dbvair@yahoo.com

180 Turbo Engine for sale
call Jim Mruk 585-889-4587 for details

Parts include:
• Block I0420RL complete w/crank & cam                         • Turbo head 3856762
• Turbo housing complete 3856709                                   • Carter YH carb
• 180 Distributor 1110329                                                    • Air cleaner housing
• Intake crossover                                                                  • Misc. brackets & Tubing
• Set of 110 heads 3878566                                                 • Series 2 Engine sheet metal parts

PARTS SALES POLICY 
We all know that there are Corvairs "out there" that are owned by people who do not belong to CORSA or

ACORN. It was agreed and voted on to make our parts supply available only to our members. 

Here are the specifics:
 If a non-member contacts us for parts, we'll politely explain our policy and ask if he or she would like to

become a member.
 NOS parts will be sold at a 50% discount from Clark's prices.

 Used parts will be sold cheaply! 

mailto:dbvair@yahoo.com


AVAILABLE PARTS FROM THE BARTASEVITCH PARTS STASH 

'60 Monza - Restored, like new. Asking
$9000 

The following car is for sale by Fred Marsh [607-937-5223]: 

From the desk of Sam and Marissa Andolino
email mandolin@rochester.rr.com for further 

- Early model (1960 – 1964) Corvair Monza windshield                           - ORIGINAL PF4 Oil Filters 



FOR SALE
ACORN PARTS SUPPLY

CONTACT: DAVE ELLIS: 585-503-9445, dellis1@rochester.rr.com 
Fastener boxes now located at Mark Webster’s shop containing items such as 1/4-20 bolts, top shroud bolts,

distributor hold down brackets, u-joint keepers, and other specialty items 

ACORN CLUB TOOL CRIB 
All tools are currently available at Mark Webter’s Shop, Contact Dave Ellis to coordinate.
Tools are signed out when the leave, and are signed back in when they are returned. ”If you break it, you replace it” 
Below are the tools available in the CRIB, as of 11/1/2018 
-(3 Available)- Hot “Valve Lash Adjustment Valve Covers”, have 6 holes in the appropriate places for socket
access
 -Coil Spring Compressors (pair)
-UNISYNC- Carb Balancing Tool 
-(3 Available)- Series 1, AXLE York Removal Tools, you will need a MAPP gas torch,,,and a big hammer too.,....
-Oil Pressure Tester, Oil Filter Bolt fitted with flexible tubing to an Oil Pressure Gage...great to check/assure oil
pressure when first firing up a brand newly rebuilt motor..... 
-Grease Gun Adapter- for greasing HD Universal Joints that have grease fittings in place... 
-(2 Available)- Steering Wheel Pullers
 -Harmonic Balancer Pulley Removal Tool...works with the engine in normal position,,,just remove the Oil
Filter... 
-Valve Guide Removal Punch
 -Wire Brush Reamer - to clean out cross-drilled holes in Crankshaft during a rebuild -Differential Side Gear
Adjuster tool
 -Piston Ring(s) Compressor, used when installing a Piston/Con Rod Assy into Jug, then attaching con rod to
crankshaft
-Fan Bearing Greasing Tool
-(2 Sets Avail.)-12 tubes-(Enough for one side of the Motor)- to hold JUGS in place whilst installing
Piston/Com Rod Assys into the jugs, and bolting up the connecting rod cap around the appropriate Crankshaft
Journal...VERY helpful!!! 







ANNUAL DUES FOR ACORN MEMBERSHIP IS $12, DUE IN JANUARY.
AFTER JANUARY, DUES ARE REDUCED BY $1 A MONTH

FIRST TIME MEMBERS/FAMILIES ARE FREE FOR THE FIRST YEAR!
Please make checks or money orders payable to:

Mark Webster
607 Winona Blvd

Rochester, NY 14617


